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Growing Towards the Future

Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge was established
in 2012 and is one of the nation’s newest refuges.
Started with a seed of just 12 acres of land, this
refuge will eventually grow to encompass 11,200 acres
of wetlands, prairie and oak savanna. As it grows,

the refuge will link existing green areas helping to
conserve even larger areas which will benefit plants
and wildlife. Its proximity to the greater Chicago,
Rockford, and Milwaukee metropolitan areas will
provide environmental education, conservation,
wildlife observation, and other wildlife-dependent
opportunities to millions of people.

Protection for Plants and Wildlife

Once complete, Hackmatack will provide habitat for
109 species of concern that include Federal and state
threatened and endangered species and birds of
conservation concern. This list includes 49 birds, five
fish, five mussels, one amphibian, two reptiles and 47
plants.

Although the refuge does not have a visitor center, we
encourage you to visit the Lost Valley Visitor Center at
Glacial Park, a site owned by our partner, the McHenry
County Conservation District.
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Visit our website at:
www.fws.gov/refuge/hackmatack

or call (815) 273-2732

for more information. April 2025




